
DECODE Knowledge Project  

Co- construction, Decolonisation and Transformation: Producing Actionable 
Solutions for the Challenges of Our Times  

As climate crises intensify, there is growing recognition that technical and scientific 
solutions alone are insufficient. To address the climate complexities facing society, the 
UN (2015) has called for new knowledge and partnerships with transformational power. 
In this context, decolonial scholarship and community- and Indigenous-led initiatives 
increasingly demonstrate that locally grounded knowledge systems are critical for 
developing context-specific, actionable pathways for climate resilience (Lepore, Hall & 
Tandon, 2024). 

This shift is also reflected in global policy. The Global Research Council's Statement of 
Principles on Open Science argues that discussions have moved beyond questions of 
access and ethics to ask "whose knowledge counts, who sets agendas, who is 
resourced, and who benefits." These questions underscore the importance of 
operationalising Pillars 3 and 4 of the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science, 
which call for meaningful engagement with societal actors and dialogue among diverse 
knowledge systems. 

To put these principles into practice, the DECODE Knowledge Project, led by the 
UNESCO Chair in Community-Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher 
Education (co-chaired by Dr. Budd L. Hall and Dr. Rajesh Tandon) and funded by the 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), was started to operationalise this 
vision in 2024.  

DECODE sought to understand how community and Indigenous processes of 
knowledge creation, co-construction and sharing can generate actionable solutions for 
climate resilience. Grounded in community-based participatory research (CBPR) and a 
knowledge democracy framework, the project sought to strengthen the understanding 
of community-led responses to climate change, contribute to the decolonisation of 
knowledge, and openly share these learnings through global case studies and peer 
learning. Across ten case studies from Canada, Malaysia, Colombia, India, Uganda, 
Bolivia, Tunisia, Côte d'Ivoire, South Africa, DECODE demonstrates that sustainable 
climate solutions emerge when research is co-constructed through genuine 
partnerships between communities and researchers.  

The lessons emerging from DECODE highlight that community and Indigenous 
knowledge for climate resilience is created, sustained and shared through lived 
experience, intergenerational learning, cultural practice and deep relationships with 
place. The project found that effective knowledge co-construction can only be 
practiced through ethical partnerships built on mutual trust, respect for local cultures 

https://www.unescochair-cbrsr.org/decode/
https://www.unescochair-cbrsr.org/decode/
https://www.unescochair-cbrsr.org/decode/
https://globalresearchcouncil.org/fileadmin/documents/GRC_Publications/SoP_2026_Open_Science_EN.pdf
https://globalresearchcouncil.org/fileadmin/documents/GRC_Publications/SoP_2026_Open_Science_EN.pdf


and languages, and recognition of community and Indigenous knowledge systems as 
equal partners in research. DECODE also shows that when communities exercise 
greater agency over research processes and the knowledge they generate, they are 
better positioned to shape locally relevant solutions and sustain action beyond the life 
of a project.  

An imperative lesson that emerged was that community knowledge must be shared in 
forms that are meaningful and accessible to communities themselves- including 
storytelling, visual media, community dialogues and policy engagement- alongside 
conventional academic outputs, ensuring that knowledge remains both locally relevant 
and globally influential. 

Against this backdrop, the DECODE Knowledge Project is convening an International 
Webinar, on 29th September, 2026 (Session 1- 08:30am UTC ; Session 2- 3:00pm UTC), 
to share these global learnings and explore how community and Indigenous knowledge 
systems can inform more inclusive, ethical and effective approaches to building climate 
resilience across diverse contexts. Bringing together climate researchers, practitioners, 
community leaders and policymakers, the webinar will provide a platform to reflect on 
how the principles of knowledge democracy and community-based participatory 
research can help transform climate action in practice.  


