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Knowledge democracy rests on the principle that knowledge, in all its diverse forms and 
expressions, must be accessible and usable for the public good. It recognises that 
knowledge is produced not only in universities and research institutions, but also in 
communities, civil society organisations, social movements, and everyday practices of 
collective action. It also recognizes that knowledge is curated in diverse ways including 
through ceremony, the arts, dialogue, exhibitions as well as recognized academic forms 
of research. Respecting this plurality, knowledge democracy calls for open, value-
based, and decolonised systems where knowledge is shared freely across borders, 
disciplines, and generations.  

The Knowledge Democracy and Participatory Research Open Access Repository is a 
digital platform created in pursuit of this vision. It seeks to preserve, curate, and 
democratise the rich intellectual and practice-based legacy of Participatory Research 
and Knowledge Democracy by bringing together resources from across the world into a 
freely accessible and searchable repository. 

Participatory Research has evolved over more than five decades through the work of 
scholars, practitioners, activists, and communities across continents. From its early 
beginnings in the 1970s to its contemporary expressions, the field has been shaped by 
diverse experiences of participation, social justice, community engagement, and 
knowledge co-creation. Yet, much of this history remains scattered across personal 
archives, institutional libraries, unpublished manuscripts, conference proceedings, 
reports, and audio-visual records. Valuable knowledge risks being lost when it remains 
inaccessible or confined within geographical and institutional boundaries. 

This repository is an effort to curate that collective history. It brings together rare 
writings, reports, photographs, videos, and archival materials that document the global 
evolution of Participatory Research and Knowledge Democracy. By digitising and 
organising these resources, the platform preserves an important intellectual heritage 
while making it available to researchers, students, practitioners, educators, 
policymakers, and communities worldwide. 

More than an archive, the repository is a living and evolving knowledge commons. It 
reflects the understanding that knowledge is not owned by any one institution, 
discipline, or geography- it is collectively produced through relationships, struggles, 
dialogue, and practice. 

Across its collections are stories and ideas that have travelled continents and 
generations. They carry the voices of community educators in Latin America, 
participatory researchers in Asia, social movements in Africa, engaged scholars in 
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Europe, Indigenous knowledge holders in Oceania, and practitioners working in 
countless local contexts across the globe. Within these pages and recordings are 
decades of conversations on democracy, participation, justice, and collective action- 
woven together into a shared tapestry of human knowledge. The repository is, in many 
ways, a meeting place where the world's diverse traditions of knowing can encounter 
one another and continue to inspire new possibilities for research and social 
transformation. 

In line with the global Open Science movement, the repository advances efforts to 
make knowledge more transparent, inclusive, and accessible. It embodies openness 
not merely through free access, but by recognising multiple ways of knowing and 
valuing contributions from both academic and non-academic knowledge producers. 

The repository is intended to remain a living document- one that will continue to evolve 
and grow as new scholars, practitioners, institutions, and communities join this 
collective endeavour. As fresh histories are uncovered and contemporary practices 
emerge, the platform will expand to reflect the dynamic and ever-growing global 
movement for knowledge democracy and participatory research. 

This repository has been created through cooperation between the University of 
Victoria’s Library and Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA).  Funding in part has come 
from the International Development Research Centre.  

 


