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• Science under public gaze 
as virus spreads 

• Science facing ‘politics of 
evidence’ as policy 
response unsupportive 

• Scientists facing scrutiny in 
public for treatments 

• Science of ‘vaccines’ facing 
competing ‘truths’ 
 

NORMAL SCIENCE UNDER 

ABNORMAL VIRUS 
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COVID-19 
challenges 

• Open access to fellow scientists 

historical practice: common 

good 

• For-profit ‘capture’ of knowledge 

part of knowledge economy 

• ‘Pay to publish’ is NOT open 

access: control from North 

publishers 

• Practitioners, others outside 

academia, also ‘need’ open 

access 

OPEN ACCESS 
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• Science citizenship: 

accountability to society 

• Engagement for profits 

(inequality) or social justice? 

• Digital & linguistic 

disconnect with society 

• Engaged scholarship: GUNI, 

Science Shops, CBPR, 

Talloires, NCCPE 
 

OPEN TO SOCIETY 
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• Science product of history & 
culture: myth of neutrality 

• Indigenous knowledge 
traditions in non-European 
languages ‘delegitimised’ 

• Contested epistemologies: 
whose knowledge counts? 

• Knowledge from sub-altern, 
margins: feminist, black, 
dalit, tribal…? 

 

OPEN TO EXCLUDED 

KNOWLEDGES 
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? 

 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR 

UNESCO 

• Promote policies for engaged 

co-construction of knowledge 

• Diversify governance of 

research institutions & 

advisory boards of journals 

• Funding for integrated 

science that practices 

multiple epistemologies 

• Build capacity of young 

researchers to ‘openness’: 

cognitive justice? 
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kukwstumúlhkalap! 

धन्यवाद 

merci beaucoup!  

thank you! 

Share the brief with 
our communities 
Ask our UNESCO 
national commissions 
to support these 
considerations 
Organize discussions 
in our universities 
and communities 
 
https://en.unesco.org
/science-sustainable-
future/open-
science/consultation 
 
 

https://zenodo.org/record/3946773

